
 

 

For immediate release 

1 August 2019 

 

 

 

Young political candidates to engage with young Waikato voters on 

youth issues 
 

Eight candidates aged under 35, who are running for seats in the upcoming local body elections 

across the Waikato region, will be engaging on youth issues at the upcoming Seed Waikato event, 

‘Let’s give a sh*t about local politics’.  

 

With 22% of the population aged 18-35, the event is set to bring together 250 people aimed at 

increasing youth engagement in local politics. 

 

The event will showcase information relevant to local politics, such as how to check or update 

enrolment details, how to vote in local elections, and the various functions of different territorial 

authorities.  

 

The candidates will then participate in a light-hearted Q&A game based on Cards Against 

Humanity before the floor is opened for questions from attendees to talk about issues relevant to 

young people.  

 

“Currently, young people are marginalised, especially when it comes to political discussions, even 

though we have ideas that we’d like to contribute,” says Rinu Vimal, Chief Doer of Things of Seed 

Waikato.  

 

“Of the 1,573 current elected positions across Aotearoa, 26 of them are held by people aged 35 

and under.” 

 

“This events provides a platform for young candidates and young voters to engage in politics." 

 

The candidates are looking forward to connecting with voters over shared experiences.  

 

“I’m really excited for this event, it’s an opportunity for young voices to discuss the issues that 

matter,” says Dan Armstrong, who’s running for Waikato Regional Council. 

 

“This forum will provide a unique but exciting opportunity for like-minded, passionate and capable 

rangatahi to drive a common agenda and no doubt some may have differing whakaaro, but it’ll 

make for some robust discussions,” says Kawena Jones, who’s standing for Waikato District 

Council.  



 

"I'm excited to listen and engage with a young and fresh perspective. I always find Seed events 

full of enthusiasm and great energy,” says Kesh Naidoo-Rauf, candidate for Hamilton City 

Council.  

 

Louise Hutt, who’s also running for Hamilton City Council, agrees. "Every time I've been to events 

put on by Seed, I've had incredible discussions with young people from the Waikato about their 

visions for our future. With so many other organisations coming to the party as well - this is going 

to be one election event you're not going to want to miss." 

 

“If you care about the future of the Tron, let's do this and come to the next Seed Waikato event,” 

says Matthew Small, candidate for Hamilton City Council. 

 

“Local government decisions impact directly on young people; we’re facing big challenges around 

housing, transport and climate change, so it’s really important to have events like this one that 

support young people to participate and take a stand,” says Sarah Thomson, candidate for 

Hamilton City Council.  

 

“It’s such an humble honour to be given an opportunity to empower and support rangatahi at this 

event.. excited is an understatement!” says Sheryl Matenga, candidate for Waikato District 

Council.  

 

“I can't wait to be part of this event to connect with other young people, and convince them why it 

is so important to have more than zero voices in Council to represent young people and disabled 

people,” says Tim Young, candidate for Hamilton City Council.  

 

The event is a collaborative effort, partnering with Elections New Zealand, Hamilton Young 

Professionals, National Council of Women New Zealand (Hamilton), New Zealand Union of 

Students’ Associations, Politics in the Tron, Shama, University of Waikato, YWCA Hamilton, 

Waikato Pacific Youth Network, Waikato Queer Youth, and Waikato Students’ Union.  

 

The event is free to attend, but people must register. More details can be found here. 
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